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DENTALVILLE
W Family Dentistry

$99

Cleaning + Polishing +
Exam + X-rays

Q) Valued at $450:

@ 30 min. of cleaning.

$49

Exam + X-rays

Same Day Emergency

available

We Accept Canadian
Dental Plan [CDCP).

@ Direct Billing
to Insurance

Sedation Dentistry -
Nitrous Oxide [Laughing Gas)
available

0 2475 Old Bronte Rd Unit 2,
Caleville, Ontario LEM 557

M (289) 813-7557
dentalvilleoakville.ca

DENTALVILLE

Wi Family Dentistry

= Meet Your Dentist
Dr Ibrahim Sharkawy

Open 7 Days a week
Mon - Friday till 9PM

Sat - sun till 5PM

Open Sat & Sunday
0 Open late evenings

BOOK NOW

@ 2475 Old Bronte Rd Unit 2,
Oakville, Ontario L6M 557

L. (289) 813-7557

@ dentalvilleoakville.ca

ﬁ Dentalville Oakville dentalvillecakville
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RE-ELECT / MAYOR

Carolyn Parrish

It is an honour and privilege to
represent the residents of
Mississauga as your Mayor.

Elected in the middle of a term,
| was able to hit the floor running
because of the deep experience of
40 years at three levels of
government.

This Council has accomplished a
lot. There is much more to do.

With your vote October 26, | pledge
to continue serving our city with
skill, energy and total dedication

)

PROVEN
LEADERSHIP
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THE US-IRAN CRISIS IS HEADING TOWARDS FURTHER ESCALATION

The US-Iran crisis is quickly
approaching its first year anniversary
and there is no end in sight. Global
energy supplies continue to be
choked off at key waterways. The US
government is refusing to give Iran
de facto control of middle eastern

“eafnac]

energy supplies. Iran is refusing to go
back to the pre 2026 world order.
Saudi Arabia is trying to make up for
the decline in energy supplies. The
Houthis have basically taken over
Yemen and Bab Al-Mandab Straight.
So the picture is looking more

BY IBRAHIM TAMARI
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muddled by the day. However, one
thing is clear, the region is heading
towards further escalation. Is the
United States going to attempt a
ground invasion of Iran? Probably,
not yet. But the United States and its
manifest destiny ideology is going to
have a hard time accepting that this
isn’t 1991 anymore.

The world is changing and the
geopolitical equations are becoming
more difficult to analyse and antici-
pate. Iran is demanding a seat at the
table of the international powers in
exchange for its cooperation in
global trade. China needs its energy
supplies. Russia needs higher global
energy prices to fund its military
expansions.

So who benefits? Certainly not the
people of the region. Certainly not
the global consumer. Maybe global
energy conglomerates can increase
their profits but the continued
instability will cause a strain on

international markets. Some might
pacify themselves and assume that
this magical deal between Iran and
the United States will come through.
But there is really no deal. What deal
exactly?

The United States will not hand over
control of middle eastern energy
supplies to Iran. Iran will not give up
the control that it seized after the
latest round of escalation. All in all
oil is heading to $150 per barrel. The
United States will send more troops
and warships to the region. The
Iranian regime will continue to
attempt to assert its growing
dominance over the region.

What comes next? Of course no one
knows absolutely, but at some point
either the Iranian regime will give in
or the United States will distance
itself from the region. Both options
look and feel unlikely, which means
we are obviously heading towards
further escalation.

CANADA’S MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: A DEFINING CHOICE
BY: DR. YAHIA ALKHODARI

Elections are a fundamental part of
a democratic society because they
give citizens the opportunity to
select representatives who will
make decisions on their behalf. All
citizens are allowed to elect
mayors, councillors, and school
board trustees. Municipal elections
focus primarily on local matters
that directly influence people’s
daily lives, such as transportation,
housing, infrastructure, property
taxes, parks, and community
services. Therefore, understanding
the roles of municipal officials, the
responsibilities of local govern-
ment, and the issues affecting
individual communities is essential
for voters who want to participate
as informed and responsible
citizens. One of the most impor-
tant positions in a municipal
election is the mayor. The mayor
serves as the head of the municipal
council and helps provide leader-
ship for the community. In
addition, mayors work with council-

lors to make decisions about
municipal budgets, services,
development, and other local
priorities. Depending on the
municipality, the mayor may also
have responsibilities involving
regional government and relation-
ships with other levels of govern-
ment. Municipal councillors are
elected to represent either the entire
municipality or a particular ward,
depending on how the municipality
is organized. They participate in
council meetings, debate proposed
policies, and vote on decisions
affecting the community. Further-
more, their responsibilities can
include issues such as property
taxes, infrastructure, local develop-
ment, transportation, and communi-
ty programs. Another important
group of elected officials are school
board trustees. They help oversee
the operation of publicly funded
schools and participate in decisions
concerning education and school
board policies. Therefore, the

municipal vote affects not only
local government but also the
representation of communities
within Ontario’s education system.
The upcoming election will also be
an opportunity for residents to
think about the issues influencing
their own communities. Housing
and development, transportation,
infrastructure, property taxes,
public safety, parks and recreation,
environmental concerns, and
community services can all be
important municipal issues. Howev-
er, voters should also understand
which level of government is
responsible for a particular issue.
For example, many areas of health
care, immigration, and national
taxation are primarily federal or
provincial responsibilities rather
than municipal ones. Another
important feature of Ontario’s
municipal elections is that they are
held every four years. Consequent-
ly, the officials elected in October
2026 will serve a municipal term
running into 2030. The Province of
Ontario establishes common rules
for municipal elections, while
individual municipalities are
responsible for conducting their
own elections. Moreover, voters
must make sure that they are
eligible and properly registered.
Ontario’s government states that
voters should be on the voters’ list
and can confirm, add, and update
their information through the
provincial voter-registration
service.The election provides
citizens with an opportunity to
learn about the candidates before

voting. For example, voters can
examine candidates’ experience,
proposals, and positions on local
issues and consider how those
proposals relate to the responsibili-
ties of municipal government.
Since municipal candidates do not
run under the major federal or
provincial political parties, voters
generally focus more directly on
individual candidates and local
concerns. As a result, learning
about the candidates and under-
standing local issues can help
citizens participate more meaning-
fully in the democratic process. To
sum up, the Ontario municipal
election is of paramount impor-
tance because it gives residents a
direct voice in the future of their
communities. By electing mayors,
councillors, and school board
trustees, voters help determine who
will represent their interests and
make decisions about important
local services and priorities. In
addition, when citizens understand
which responsibilities belong to
municipal government and careful-
ly consider candidates’ experience,
proposals, and positions, they can
participate as more informed
members of their communities.
Ultimately, an informed electorate
strengthens local democracy
because the decisions made by
municipal leaders can affect
communities for the coming years.
For this reason, participating in the
October 26 election is not simply a
right; rather, it is an essential
contribution to the direction and
development of communities.
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Resistance Discourse in Zawati’s Rhymes of -

Blood and Jasmine®@

By: Nada Chaddad, PhD.

Introduction

Rhymes of Blood and Jasmine, published recently by Daraja
Press,? is a bilingual poetry collection that stands as both a
literary achievement and a scholarly endeavour. Poet Hilmi
Zawati selected poems from his previously published
collections, written over the course of fifty years. This work
emerges as a rare and deeply reflective project, presenting
Palestinian poetry in English, translated by the poet himself. It
transcends conventional notions of translation, becoming an
act of cultural preservation, poetic resistance, and critical
intervention. As a dual enterprise of authorship and self-trans-
lation, the collection is a multilayered text that carries both
aesthetic and scholarly dimensions. This duality is further
reinforced by the inclusion of footnotes, commentary, a
general index, and a critical introduction, transforming the
collection from a purely creative work into a literary, critical,
and cultural document fit for academic inquiry.

At the heart of the collection lies a firm belief that translation
is not merely a linguistic operation, but a profound cultural
dialogue. The work aims to introduce English-speaking
audiences to the rich diversity of Arabic poetic
expression—voices that are rarely found in Western literary
spheres. In doing so, it preserves the emotional intensity and
symbolic richness of the original texts while making them
accessible to a broader readership. The collection also occupies
a significant position within postcolonial discourse, presenting
translation as an ethical engagement and a form of narrative
justice.

Purpose and Scholarly Contribution

The primary goal of Rhymes of Blood and Jasmine is to present a
curated selection of Hilmi Zawati’s poetry in English while
preserving its cultural, philosophical, and emotional depth.
However, the project surpasses literary translation alone—it
constitutes a critical intervention in the field of translation studies.
It challenges dominant representational policies in the translation
of Palestinian poetry and resists the monopolisation of a single
poetic voice in the resistant literary scene over the past forty years.
Instead, the collection offers a diverse, multi-vocal alternative in
terms of style and experience. Thus, it stands as a literary act of
resistance against institutional exclusion and the hegemony of
singular narratives within the Palestinian poetic landscape.

The translator’s preface adds a critical dimension that extends
beyond the poetry itself, providing an objective assessment of
literary politics in the Arab world. It calls for a renewed apprecia-
tion of pluralism and an expansion of the Palestinian poetic field.
The collection is marked by a fine cultural sensitivity, avoiding
simplification or exoticism, and affirming poetry’s capacity to live
in two languages without losing its essence. In this way, the work
is not only a textual analysis, but also a profound meditation on
the conditions of Palestinian poetic production and its representa-
tion in contemporary cultural and political contexts.

In other words, the collection serves as a “critical manifesto”
against the historical and political marginalisation of Palestinian
poets who fall outside the post-Oslo institutional or political
discourse. It sheds light on the politics of selective representation
in translated Palestinian literature, and calls for the restoration of
poetic and intellectual plurality. It also opposes the “Westernising”
of the Arabic text through aesthetic or rhetorical impositions that
strip it of its original context. This volume seeks to redress this
imbalance by presenting a poetic voice that combines lyricism and
critical depth, patriotism and cosmopolitanism.

Translation Methodology and Creative Authority

Dr. Zawati’s translation approach is reflective and imaginative,
blending poetic sensibility with critical acumen. He rejects rigid
literalism, which stifles the spirit of the text, opting instead for a
translation strategy grounded in emotional impact, poetic rhythm,
and symbolic precision. He strives to preserve the tone, cadence,
imagery, and spirit of the poem. This method reproduces the texts
not as mere linguistic equivalents, but as emotionally and
aesthetically resonant experiences across both Arabic and English.
As the author of the original poems, Zawati possesses a unique
interpretive authority, enabling him to convey the inner meanings
and musicality of the text with greater fidelity and depth. His
method draws from critical knowledge, comparative poetics, and
poetic insight. The collection includes annotations, phonetic
guides, and historical and cultural clarifications that help
non-Arabic readers appreciate the poems.

This richness elevates the work beyond a literary artifact into a
scholarly resource applicable to a range of academic disciplines,
including self-translation studies, Palestinian diaspora literature,
postcolonial studies, modern Arabic poetry, and comparative
cultural discourse. The collection appeals to a diverse audience of
readers and thinkers, including scholars of Arabic literature,
Middle Eastern studies, postcolonial theory, and translation
studies, as well as poetry enthusiasts. It also speaks to Palestinians
and Arabs in the diaspora, offering a bilingual model of identity,
longing, and belonging. Translators and poets may find in it a
reflective model of self-translation, while Western academic and
cultural institutions—particularly universities—can employ it to
introduce readers to marginalised Arabic poetic voices, free from
stereotypes and reductive readings.

Memory Retrieval through Resistant Nostalgia
Spanning over five decades, the poems grant the collection a
temporal richness that reflects the evolution of the poet’s personal
and artistic experience. The poems explore a wide range of
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themes, including romantic and mystical love, longing for the
homeland, exile, identity, memory, and resistance. Distinctive
poems such as Engravings in Blood on the Beloved’s Chest, A
Dream behind the Barbed Fence, I Call You My Homeland and
Call Palestine the Body, Love and the Latest Siege, and symbolic
motifs like jasmine, oranges, and figs—each dense poetic markers
of homeland, innocence, sacrifice, and belonging—together evoke
nostalgia not as loss, but as a living, resistant identity.

Formally, the poems exhibit a fusion of classical Arabic poetic
traditions with modernist structures, yielding compositions that
are free-spirited yet rich with inner music and symbolic language.
The result is an innovative blend of authenticity and renewal.

Cultural Diplomacy, Ethical Translation, and Narra-
tive Justice

Rhymes of Blood and Jasmine is unique in that its author
translates it, a fact that endows the text with rare interpretive
richness and emotional authenticity. This self-translation
eliminates the usual tension between translator and author. Dr.
Zawati views translation not as a subservient act to the original,
but as an independent creative act emanating from the poetic
experience itself, recreated in another language without stripping
it of its cultural specificity or stylistic elegance. The English
translation of this collection serves several purposes: it makes the
poetry accessible to non-Arabic readers, functions as a form of
cultural diplomacy, and builds bridges of dialogue between
cultures by presenting an authentic and humane portrait of the
Arab and Palestinian experience.

The poet’s decision to translate his own work is a critical stance
against textual and epistemic dependency—a sovereign act and an
exercise of creative freedom, unmarred by distortion or orientalist
simplification. As a poet-translator, he retains the right to interpret
his text, thereby preserving the authenticity of his voice and
committing to a translation that is grounded in ethical fidelity and
intellectual depth. The collection thus transcends aesthetics and
ventures into the realm of postcolonial critique, resisting
reductionist and orientalist frameworks. Translation, in this
context, becomes an act of “ethical diplomacy” and “narrative
justice.” The poet’s decision to translate his own work challenges
dominant representational models that selectively present
Palestinian literature in ways that align with prevailing Western
paradigms, often at the expense of genuine diversity and aesthetic
richness.

Woman, Love, and Homeland: A Dialectic of Identifica-
tion

Dr. Zawati’s poetry constitutes a distinctive Palestinian poetic
experience rooted in national trauma and expressed through the
heart of a loving, resistant soul. In his work, woman, love, and
Palestine are inextricably woven together in a poetic tapestry that
defies separation or dissection. In two interviews—one conducted
by Iraqi writer Amal Al-Jubouri and published in al-Tali ca
(March 9, 1987), and the other by Egyptian writer cAlT cAbd al-
Fattah, published in Kuwait’s al-Ra’y al-cAam (May 7, 1989)—Za-
wati stated that “woman and homeland are a single entity, and
indivisible.” For him, the image of the woman is not merely
romantic; she is the face of the homeland—a living embodiment
of Palestine as beloved, mother, and companion.

This perception is strongly echoed in Professor Shaker Mustafa’s
critical study, Migration in the Wound: Reflections on Hilmi
Zawati’s Complete Poetic Works, where he argues that “Zawati
does not write about the homeland, but rather writes the homeland
itself, through its femininity, wounds, and pride.” In Zawati’s
work, the beauty of the woman—both emotional and physical—is
inseparable from the sanctity of the land. The poet weaves them
together through blood, longing, and resistance, where love is not
an escape from struggle but its very intensification.

The dialectical relationship between woman and homeland
emerges throughout Zawati’s verses, where the woman may
appear as “a jasmine of Damascus,” or “the bride of the sea,” or
“the virgin of Jaffa.” Nevertheless, she always transforms her love
into a call for liberation. Simultaneously, Palestine takes on a
feminine identity—wounded yet graceful—evoking the image of a
beloved for whom the poet draws a covenant of blood upon her
brow.

In this context, love is not a personal feeling but an existential act
of belonging and identity. Zawati writes in one of his poems:
“Now storms startle me.

And a touching voice embraces my shadow and my soul

O sea, I love you

Truly, I love you

Now, long knives and daggers turn in my chest

And an insistent, touching voice says:

I love you, truly I love you

I have borne my wounds upon my shoulder

And have sailed secretly to remain unseen by the armies

And delivered many love poems

So, they shackled my hands and sheared off my braids.”

Here, the language of desire merges with the language of blood.
Woman and homeland become one, where love itself is an act of
resistance, not an escape from it.

Zawati’s poetry, as Professor Mustafa notes, is marked by a “Sufi
harmony” between body and spirit, earth and sky, the real and the
imagined. His poems record the Palestinian’s emotional landscape,
where woman is not just a symbol of the lost home, but the
homeland itself—in all its seasons, from childhood to martyrdom.
In this vision, love is not an isolated emotion, but a language of
life in defiance of death, and of belonging in the face of exile.
Love is the seed of resistance, and woman is not a fragile figure
evoking nostalgia but the “resisting self” who heals wounds and
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gives life its meaning.

Poems that Collectively Underscore their Profound
Significance

Critics converge on the idea that this collection is deeply rooted in
the Palestinian experience while transcending geographical and
cultural boundaries to express universal human concerns. Mireille
Rebeiz, Chair of Middle East Studies and Associate Professor at
Dickinson College, Pennsylvania University and Giovanna
Riccio, prize-winning poet and author of Plastic’s Republic,
foreground themes of dispossession, nostalgia, and resistance,
framing Zawati’s poetry as both testimony and defiance—a
weapon of ink against historical erasure. Their observations
position the poet as a steadfast voice whose art transforms exile
into enduring memory.

George Elliott Clarke, E.J. Pratt Professor of Canadian Literature
at the University of Toronto, situates Zawati within the lineage of
war poets, invoking Wilfred Owen to underscore the ethical
urgency of his verse. For Clarke, these poems are not mere
lamentations but plaidoiries—pleadings for justice—where
freedom and love cannot flourish without moral redress. Daniela
Rodica Firanescu, professor of Arabic studies at Dalhousie
University and a distinguished poet, saw that the concepts of love,
exile, resistance, and universal humanity were intertwined in this
collection in a moving tapestry of memory and justice. She saw
the spirit of the poet and Jurist Zawati permeating every verse of
this collection, where poetry transcends the boundaries of law to
restore moral balance through creativity and beauty, elevating
Palestinian resistance literature to the level of world literature.
John P. Portelli, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto, Poet,
philosopher, and Fiction Writer, and Ines As¢eri¢-Todd, Senior
Lecturer in Arabic and Middle Eastern Cultures, School of
Literatures, Languages and Cultures, University of Edinburgh,
highlight the bilingual format as a critical scholarly asset, offering
a dialogic space between Arabic and English that bridges
temporal, cultural, and linguistic divides. This dual presentation
enriches comparative literature and translation studies while
reinforcing the poet’s role as a cultural mediator.

Across these analyses, Zawati’s work emerges as more than
national testimony; it is a universal meditation on exile, hope, and
resilience. Through incantatory rhythms and vivid imagery,
historical trauma is transfigured into aesthetic experience, ensuring
that the Palestinian calamity resonates globally. By intertwining
personal grief with collective memory, and by crafting a luminous
contribution to resistance literature, Rhymes of Blood and Jasmine
affirms poetry’s enduring power to shape ethical consciousness
and foster solidarity across cultures.

Conclusion

Rhymes of Blood and Jasmine is more than a translated selection
of poetry—it is a poetic proclamation, a critical stance, and a vivid
testament to the power of creativity to transcend linguistic,
geographical, and symbolic borders. Through his meticulous
self-translation, Dr. Hilmi Zawati not only conveys the beauty of
his poetry but also takes a firm stand against reductive representa-
tion, engaging the political and cultural frameworks that have
shaped how Palestinian poetry is received globally. This collection
affirms the ability of resistant Palestinian verse to cross bounda-
ries—linguistic, political, and emotional—enriching the global
literary scene with a bilingual Arabic voice that remains true to its
singular soul.

Ultimately, this collection offers a rare poetic experience—merg-
ing literary excellence, critical depth, and cultural vision. It
restores pluralism to the Palestinian poetic field, affirms the
translator’s ethical and intellectual role, and proves that Arabic
poetry can live with dignity and beauty in more than one language.

(1) An Arabic version of this article was published in Addustour, a
Jordanian newspaper, on Sept. 4the, 2026, p.11.

(2) The book can be ordered from the publisher at this link:
https://darajapress.com




