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h ONE HEALTH
MEDICAL CEMTER

WE ARE ACCEPTING
PATIENTS

Four Family Doctors Accepting Patients
English, Arabic, Urdu, Russian, Hindi, Punjabi

Please book your Meet & Greet to meet
your new Family Doctor

e 289-497-9979
onehealthoakvilleO1@gmail.com
@ onehealthoakville.com
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THE NAKBA NARRATIVE IS ULTIMATELY A STORY

OF PALESTINIAN HOPE
AN EDITORIAL BY IBRAHIM TAMARI

Every Palestinian child has
heard that story. Similar versions
told by mothers and fathers and
aunts and uncles and grandpar-
ents. The story is about 1948.
About the Nakba. About that
cataclysmic moment in Palestini-
an history. The story always has
an element of strange sudden-
ness. Everything was fine until
suddenly it wasn’t. We were
having dinner until suddenly we
had to go. We were comfortable
in our homes until suddenly we
had to gather all our essential
things and leave in a hurry. We
were having a good day until
suddenly we were told that we
had to abandon our homes, for
the time being.

Every Palestinian child has
absorbed the meaning of this
story. The homeless essence of
suddenly being without. Without
a home, without a neighbour-
hood, without the people on your
street that you’'ve known your

entire life. Every
Palestinian child
has wondered
how life would
have been if the
family never had
to leave their
home. The
intergenerational
trauma of always
wondering why
YOUR home was
taken from you?
Why YOUR family
had to suddenly
pack up and go?
Why YOUR
ancestors had to
lead lives always
lacking in closure?
But then every Palestinian child
notices that when these stories
are told, they’re never told in a
depressing or defeatist way.
They’re always told with remarka-
ble optimism, with hope, with an
unwavering belief in the ultimate

return. These stories are told not
to disappoint but to remind, to
remind the Palestinian child in
every corner of the globe that
they do have a home. To remind
them that they do have a history.
To tell them that, yes we were

robbed of our physical home in
1948, but we will never be
robbed of our beautiful cultural
identity. We will return, the story
itself is the beginning of the
return. Thus, we keep telling the
story.

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION FOR FRENCH-SPEAKERS

WRITTEN BY: RCIC-IRB/COUNSEL SAMIR JISRI |

YEH CANADA INTAKE DESK CONTACT #: +1-905-781-3300
BOOK A CONSULTATION: HTTPS://YEHCANADA.CA, HTTPS://YEHCANADA.CA/BOOKING/
- FRENCH-SPEAKERS AND CANADIAN IMMIGRATION: A STRATEGIC PRIORITY

In recent years, Canada has
increasingly focused on attracting
French-speaking immigrants as part
of its broader immigration policy.
This shift reflects both demographic
and economic goals: strengthening
Francophone communities —
especially outside Quebec — while
addressing labour market shortages
across a range of sectors.

A Renewed Commitment to Franco-
phone Immigration

Under the Policy on Francophone
Immigration, the Government of
Canada is actively pursuing higher
admissions of French-speaking
newcomers. The policy aims to
support the vitality and economic
development of Francophone
minority communities across the
country, in line with Canada’s
modernized Official Languages Act.
Recent targets set out in the

Immigration Levels Plan 2025-2027
demonstrate this commitment:

+ 8.5% of permanent residents
outside Quebec in 2025,

* Increasing to 9.5% in 2026 and
10% in 2027, with even more
ambitious goals into 2029.

To further support these targets, an
additional 5,000 permanent
residence (PR) selection spaces
have been allocated for
French-speaking immigrants
starting in 2026. This is a clear
indicator that Francophone immigra-
tion remains a strategic national
priority.

Express Entry Trends: French
Language Proficiency Category
One of the most significant develop-
ments has been the emergence of
category-based selection draws for
candidates with French language

proficiency under the Express Entry
system. These draws are different
from traditional all-program rounds:
they specifically target candidates
with strong French skills, and they
often feature lower Comprehensive
Ranking System (CRS) cut-offs
compared to general draws.

In 2025, multiple French language
draws issued thousands of Invita-
tions to Apply (ITAs), with gradually
decreasing CRS score in the
second half of the year as shown
below:

* 2,500 ITAs with CRS 481 (August
8, 2025).

* 4,500 ITAs with CRS 446 (Septem-
ber 4, 2025).

* 4,500 ITAs with CRS 432 (October
6, 2025).

* 6,000 ITAs with CRS 408 (Novem-
ber 28, 2025)

* 6,000 ITAs with CRS 399 (Decem-
ber 17, 2025)

On March 21, 2025, IRCC had the
draw with lowest CRS of the year
2025 (CRS 379) for French speak-
ers issuing 7,500 ITAs. (March 21,
2025)

These draws have collectively
invited tens of thousands of
French-proficient candidates,
underscoring the significant advan-
tage French speakers now hold
within the Express Entry landscape.
Why French Skills Matter in
Immigration

Strong French language ability —
typically demonstrated through
approved tests like TEF Canada or
TCF Canada with a minimum level
of NCLC 7 across all four language
skills — opens multiple advantages:
« Eligibility for French language

proficiency category draws that
often have lower CRS requirements
than general rounds.

* Up to 50 additional CRS points
when combined with strong English
results.

* Expanded opportunities in certain
Provincial Nominee Programs
(PNPs) that target Francophone
workers.

This approach aligns with Canada’s
broader economic goals, address-
ing labour shortages and helping to
sustain community services in
French-speaking areas outside
Quebec.

Looking Ahead

With ongoing category-based draws
and ambitious future targets,
French speakers remain highly
prioritized in Canada’s immigration
landscape. Whether through
Express Entry, PNP pathways, or
community pilots, Francophone
applicants can find strong opportuni-
ties to settle and thrive in Canada.
This trend is likely to continue as
the country works toward its
long-term francophone immigration
objectives, making it an opportune
moment for French-speaking skilled
workers to pursue Canadian
permanent residency.

NOTE: YEH Canada is a team of
expert immigration counsels with
proven experience in handling
Canadian Immigration and Citizen-
ship applications with professional-
ism and ease. We are dedicated to
guiding you through every step of
the process with care and expertise.
Contact us at the information given
above.
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May Allah have mercy on the mother of our brother
Jawad Abu Omar and grant her the highest level of
Paradise
Indeed, to Allah we belong and to Him we shall return
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