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THE STRUGGLE OF ARAB-CANADIANS TO COPE WITH THE

GENOCIDE IN GAZA

BOOK REVIEW OF OMAR EL AKKAD'S 2025 BOOK “ONE DAY, EVERY-
ONE WILL HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AGAINST THIS” BY IBRAHIM TAMARI

Omar El Akkad is a
brilliant Arab-Canadian
writer. In this absolutely
incredible book he truly
sums up the spirit of Arab
Canadians when it comes
to tackling the deep
psychological trauma of
the ongoing genocide in
Gaza. The author
explores the politics of
liberal denialism when it
comes to the occupation
of Palestine. El Akkad
takes the reader on a
harrowing journey across
his life to show us how
the experience of being
Arab immigrants forces
many Arabs to confront
blatantly contradictory
social realities.

The book is not just about
genocide, though it
makes the genocide so
clear and abhorrent. The
book is not just about the
Arab experience in
Canada, but it does
highlight how being an
Arab in Canada can
sometimes be very
challenging, especially

when the mainstream
narrative goes against the
very grain of Arab-Canadi-
an identity. What this
book is really about is
being human. It is about
maintaining our humane-
ness in the face of atroci-
ties.

El Akkad asks us to
examine what does art
mean? What does writing
mean? What does it
mean when an intellectu-
al community is silent in
the face of a clear and
deliberately orchestrated
human tragedy? He
confronts the unaccept-
able passive attitude that
encompassed the Canadi-
an intellectual community
during 2023 and 2024
and 2025 regarding the
horrors in Palestine.

The title of the book is
quite potent as well and
in 20 years when it's safe
to say so many intellectu-
als who are silent today
will say that what
happened in Gaza in
2023 and 2024 and 2025

BILL C-3 - ROYAL ASSENT

was a horrible crime
against humanity. El
Akkad shows us that it’'s a
lot easier to have “perfect
humanity” in hindsight.
He insists that it is time
for the Canadian intellec-
tual community to
embrace a genuine
narrative when it comes
to the war crimes in
Gaza, in the West Bank,
and in all of Palestine.
Every Arab Canadian
needs to read this book
and not just to support El
Akkad’s literary endeav-
ours, which we should,
but because this book
really speaks to their
authentic experience.
“One Day, Everyone Will
Have Always Been
Against This” is not just
one of the best books
written by an Arab-Canadi-
an writer in the last 10
years, it is one of the best
books written by any
Canadian writer in the
last decade. A must read
indeed!

CHILDREN BORN ABROAD TO A CANADIAN PARENT AND CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP

WRITTEN BY: RCIC-IRB/COUNSEL SAMIR JISRI |

YEH CANADA INTAKE DESK CONTACT #: +1-905-781-3300

BOOK A CONSULTATION: HTTPS://YEHCANADA.CA, HTTPS://YEHCANADA.CA/BOOKING/

What is Bill C-3?
Bill C-3 is federal legislation
titled An Act to amend the

to fix long-standing gaps in
Canada’s citizenship-by-de-
scent rules. It proposes to
confer citizenship by descent
beyond the first generation

coming-into-force date of the
Act, if their Canadian parent

Citizenship Act (2025), created

born abroad, for persons born
outside Canada on or after the

has a “substantial connection”

to Canada.

Its core purpose is to elimi-
nate the first-generation limit,
which prevented many Canadi-
ans born abroad from passing
on citizenship to their own
children born outside Canada.
The bill introduces a new,
future-focused rule allowing
Canadians born abroad to
transmit citizenship if they
have a “substantial connec-
tion” to Canada, defined as
1,095 days (three years) of
physical presence in the
country before the child’s birth
or adoption.

Bill C-3 received Royal Assent
on November 20, 2025, but its
changes will take effect once
the government sets a formal.
What is the First Generation
Limit:

The first-generation limit to
Canadian citizenship by
descent was introduced in
2009. It means that a child
born or adopted outside
Canada is not a Canadian
citizen by descent if their
Canadian parent was also
born or adopted outside
Canada.

On December 19, 2023, the
Ontario Superior Court of
Justice declared that key parts
of the Citizenship Act relating
to the first-generation limit to
citizenship by descent were
unconstitutional. The Govern-
ment of Canada did not
appeal the ruling, as it agreed
the law had unacceptable
outcomes for children of
Canadians who were born
outside the country.

Where Bill C-3 stands on the
path to Royal Assent:

Here is the current status:

* Bill C-3 was introduced in the
Parliament of Canada.

*NOn November 5, Bill C-3
passed its third reading in
Canada’s House of Commons,
coming one step closer to
expanding eligibility for Canadi-
an citizenship by descent.

* The Bill received Royal
Assent on 20 November 2025.
However, the Act has not yet
come into force — that is, its
“‘coming into force” (the date
when the new rules are opera-

tional) is determined by an
order of the Governor in
Council.

* Meanwhile, an interim meas-
ure is in place — the govern-
ment’s website says that until
Bill C-3 comes into force, the
interim measure for those
affected by the first-generation
limit remains in effect.

So effectively: Bill C-3 has
become law (it has Royal
Assent), but it is not yet active.
Once the government sets the
effective date, the changes will
apply (both the restoration of
citizenship for persons born
before the coming-into-force
date, and the new rules for
births/adoptions on or after
that date).

NOTE: YEH Canada is a team
of expert immigration counsels
with proven experience in
handling Canadian Immigra-
tion and Citizenship applica-
tions with professionalism and
ease. We are dedicated to
guiding you through every step
of the process with care and
expertise. Contact us at the
given info above.




