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THE LIBERATION OF PALESTINE IS AN INTERNATIONAL STRUGGLE
BOOK REVIEW OF ANGELA DAVIS’ 2016 BOOK “FREEDOM IS

A CONSTANT STRUGGLE, FERGUSON, PALESTINE, AND THE
FOUNDATIONS OF A MOVEMENT” BY IBRAHIM TAMARI

The great Nelson Mandela
once said “We know too
well that our freedom is
incomplete without the
freedom of the Palestini-
ans.” A great quote that
sums up the spirit of this
brilliant book by the
fearless and intellectually
fierce Angela Dauvis. In this
book, which is a series of
interviews and speeches,
Davis makes the argument
again and again that the
Palestinian struggle is an
international struggle. That
the occupation of Palestine,
the daily oppression of the
Palestinian people, goes
hand in hand with the
disturbing expansion of the
prison-industrial complex in
the United States. Davis
repeatedly invokes the
concept of intersectionality.
In that all the international
human rights movements
intersect, and the Palestini-
an struggle is one of those
struggles that is at the
crossroads of all these
movements. She makes an
excellent point that in the
United States many of the
civil rights movements
supported dozens of
international struggles, but
always were reticent to
address the issue of

Palestine. Of course,
recently this politically
engineered reticence has
taken one step back after
the brutal Israeli two year
assault on Gaza taking
place since 2023. More and
more organizations in North
America and Europe are
beginning to address the
reality that the occupation
of Palestine is nothing short
of an apartheid. In the
fourth chapter of the book,
entitled “On Palestine, G4S,
and the Prison-Industrial
Complex”, Davis makes a
profound argument that the
establishment of prisons to
lock up thousands and
thousands of innocent
Palestinians in Israel, the
expansions of the apartheid
walls in the West Bank, the
use of advanced technolo-
gy to spy on civilian popula-
tions, the increasing use of
artificial intelligence to
bomb civilian centres in
Gaza and other parts of
Palestine, all these
elements are deeply linked
to the prison industrial
complex in the United
States, where over 2.5
million American citizens
are locked up and used for
what is essentially free
labour. The point that Davis

MONTH: NOVEMBER 2025

makes in this chapter is
that the privatization of
security and the militariza-
tion of police is not just
something that is happen-
ing in Israel. Israeli compa-
nies often train American
companies in the ways of
oppression. American
corporations often train
Israeli corporations on ways
of exerting penal control
over the population. She
makes the point that the
same thing is happening in
many other western nations
as well, including the brutal
oppression of Muslim
populations in France. All
around, this book was an
impactful read because it
focuses on interconnection
in an interconnected world.
We cannot pretend that
what is happening in
Palestine today is happen-
ing in isolation from what is
happening in the ghettos of
America and the ghettos of
France. Also, Davis stress-
es the point that the interna-
tional solidarity movements
cannot pretend that the
occupation of Palestine is
out of their domain.
Freedom is a constant
struggle, and the global
struggle for freedom is
intimately linked to the

IRCC PROCESSING TIMES - LATEST UPDATES

struggles of Palestinians to interests. This is a basic
have a legitimate state that human right.
truly represents their el
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IRCC’s new processing time tool
introduces unprecedented trans-
parency by showing applicants
not only estimated wait times but
also their position in the queue.
While this increased visibility is
commendable, it exposes severe
backlogs, limited processing
capacity, and static immigration
quotas.

IRCC has updated its processing
time tool for some Permanent
residence and citizenship applica-
tions.

These updates show :

* An estimated time for a
decision on the application.

* How many people are ahead of
you in the processing line; and

* The total number of applicants
currently waiting for a decision.
IRCC Applications at a Glance:
The most affected application
types are the following:

1- Self-employed persons,
Federal: Processing time more
than 10 years. About 8,600
people waiting

2- Start-up visa: Processing time
120+ months. About 43,200
people waiting

3- Humanitarian and compassion-
ate (H&C): Processing time:

More than 10 years.

About 49,400 people waiting

4- Protected persons and conven-
tion refugees in Canada: Process-
ing time 99 months. About

137,100 people waiting

5- Quebec Business Class:
Processing time: 93 months.
About 4,100 people waiting
Following is the recent Backlog
as per IRCC Website:

X Key Areas of Concern:

Status and legal risk for appli-
cants: Delays mean people may
face expiry of temporary status,
inability to work or travel, or
uncertainty in planning life and
business.

Backlog management and
system capacity: It is believed
that the root issue is not simply
processing speed but the incon-
sistency between intake volumes,
resources, and policy goals.
Communication and expecta-
tions: Industry stakeholders are
calling on IRCC to provide better
communication, clearer
guidance, and realistic expecta-
tions, since applicants feel left “in
limbo”.

XX Implications for Applicants:

* Applicants are advised to

prepare for longer waits, especial-
ly in certain streams.

* Legal and status-planning
strategies become more impor-
tant: e.g., ensuring temporary
status is maintained, considering
alternative pathways, monitoring
for program changes.

» Choosing competent legal
representation remains crucial,
especially in complex cases, but
even then, there are no guaran-
tees the timeline will speed up in
the short term.

 For employers and investors,
the delays add uncertainty, which
could affect recruitment, invest-
ment decisions, or operations
reliant on timely immigration
outcomes.

NOTE: YEH Canada is a team of
expert immigration counsels with
proven experience in handling
applications with professionalism
and ease. We are dedicated to
guiding you through every step of
the process with care and exper-
tise. Contact us at the given info
above.




