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REFAAT ALAREER’S BOOK IS A BEAUTIFULLY SAD PALESTINIAN STORY

BOOK REVIEW OF REFAAT ALAREER'’S 2024 BOOK “IF I MUST DIE”

Refaat Alareer was assassi-
nated by an Israeli airstrike
in Gaza City, December
2023. This book takes you
on a journey across his
immaculate blog posts and
his heart wrenching poetry.
Refaat tells the Palestinian

story like it's never been
told before, from the very
heart of Gaza, in English
too.

Page by page you feel his
incredible energy emanat-
ing from his words. He asks
a global audience to feel

the Palestinian struggle, to
acknowledge the pure fact
that Gaza has been under
siege since 1948. In
quarantine for 77 years
while the international
community debates over
silly semantics. Refaat

speaks with complete
conviction, with absolute
compassion, he even tries
to bridge the gap between
Palestinians and Israelis.
He tells a genuinely human
story.

What is the book about? It
is about the Palestinian
narrative, it is about telling
the world that there’s a
Palestinian story and it
needs to be told, and more
importantly it needs to be
heard and then retold and
retold and retold.

Refaat experiences incredi-
ble suffering throughout the
book, which really ends in
his death. But no, the book
does not end with his
death, the book lives
because it will be read by
millions of people all
around the world, from
Canada to Japan, from
Russia to South Africa. So
please go ahead and buy a

copy of this masterpiece.
It's available everywhere
books are sold. It's also
available to borrow at the
Mississauga library. This is
not just about your financial
support, by reading this
book you are giving life to
the narrative of Palestinian
Statehood, by flipping
through its pages you are
making contact with Pales-
tinian art, Palestinian
stories, incredibly painful
Palestinian realities. If
Refaat can write this book
while bombs are falling on
his head, you surely can
read it and absorb its
poignant message:
Freedom is not cheap, the
war over hearts and minds
is just as important as
bullets and bombs.
Sincerely, Ibrahim Tamari
Palestinian Refugee -
Canadian Citizen

MOSTAFA SID AHMED: A RAY OF LIGHT IN A TIME OF DARKNESS
DR. KAMAL A.M. TAYEB ALASMA.

In addition to his creative style,
unmatched talents and experienc-
es, the Sudanese singer Mostafa
Sid Ahmed, earned a broad fan
base since his songs highlighted
the suffering of the Sudanese
people. Being a singer who opted
to be with a patriotic and nationalis-
tic mission, drew the attention of
the Sudanese political leadership
and rendered them concerned. This
led to stigmatizing him as being an
active member of one of the
banned political parties, and that
was an enough reason to deprive
him of recording his songs and
having them broadcasted on the
national radio and television. From
his side, Mostafa was proud to
support the Sudanese people in
their humanitarian struggle and
sufferings without paying any
consideration to the consequences
that he might face as a person or a
singer.

Mostafa's songs embody and
project the sense of the Sudanese
people's struggles and were able to
spread widely among different
generations of the Sudanese
community. For him that was his
musical project, message and the
purpose that he adopted and
defended all his life. It will definitely
be mentioned in the history of
Sudanese music for generations,
and definitely the shame and
disgrace will continue to chase
those who strive in vain to silence a
voice that was full of love for
humanity and calls for peace,
justice and equality in his homeland
that was craving for democracy.
They are silent, forgotten and gone
but Mostafa's lyrics and music are
alive, and they will continue to
motivate his people for times to

come.
Mostafa Sid Ahmed who was born
in January 17, 1953 was also a
writer and composer who joined the
Khartoum-South musical group
from the late 1975 onwards until his
death in 1996. During his lifetime,
he released more than 50-60
songs. According to an article
published after his death.

During the Sudanese people
revolution time in 2018/19, he was
remembered for performing expres-
sive poems that reflected the
Sudanese people's sufferings. He
was a teacher who studied at the
Institute of Music and Drama in
Khartoum. He contributed to
composing his own melodies that
revealed his deep musical skills.
He was also known for his careful
selection of the poems which he
sang. One of those was written by
the well-known Sudanese poet,
Mohamed Al-Hassan Salim, known
as Hummaid.

Mostafa Sid Ahmed, who was born
in Wad Sulfab village, Al Jazirah
State in central Sudan, often
mentioned his brother Al-Magbool
who passed away at the age of 27.
He repeatedly alluded to how that
brother motivated him to continue
this career.

Mostafa Sid Ahmed started primary
education in Al-Hasa Hisa, close to
his home village, and then he
moved to Port Sudan, the capital of
Red Sea state, where he received
his secondary education. His first
appearance in public as a singer
was in 1971 at the Teachers
Training Institute, but soon he quit
working as a teacher to concen-
trate on his musical career. Mostafa
spent four years studying at the
Institute of Music and Drama in

Khartoum and graduated in the
late 1970s. He is considered the
pioneer of a new style of Suda-
nese singing labelled as sophisti-
cated and as "political singing"
because of his nationalistic

poems and affectionate music '

and performance. During his

time in Qatar, Sid Ahmed

released many songs, most of
which expressed the suffering

and struggle of the Sudanese
against the regime at that time.

His songs reflected the humanitar-
ian situation truly and courageous-
ly and described the condition of
the less fortunate classes crushed
by dictatorships. Definitely, one of
the best-known songs of his
repertoire, “Amm Abd al-Rahim”,
(Uncle Abd al-Rahim), is an exam-
ple. It highlights the death of a
peasant ruined by the expropriation
of his lands, who left for work in the
morning on his chariot pulled by a
tired animal. He was overwhelmed
by his thoughts about his family
that he loved dearly, but was
unable to provide for, nor meet their
basic and essential needs. He
mulled over his children’s overly
worn clothes, and of his wife’s face
as she sought to console him about
their misery. So lost is he in these
preoccupations he failed to hear
the sound of an approaching train
that crushed him.

That song was and remains to be a
symbol of the situation of oppres-
sion in which the disadvantaged
classes live. Since Uncle Abdul
Rahim's poem is considered a
symbolic poem that supports the
vulnerable segment of society and
how their rights are taken away by
the ruling dictatorship, it has been
classified as a work of political

motives, criticism and protest.
Unfortunately, for various reasons,
no one was able to carry on or
rejuvenate Mostafa Sid Ahmed’s
musical legacy. Many tried, but
none was capable of duplicating
him. He was not an ordinary singer,
but an artist who combined instinc-
tive talent with a deep sense of
humanity and the conviction that
his singing had become a national
responsibility. He brought a new
brand of singing into popular
culture for many. Some reached
the mainstream by duplicating his
style, but he remains sole in that
realm of singing. Like a candle in
the wind that danced all the way to
the end and was blown off by a
tyrannical wind, like a star that
became so bright before being out
of sight, Mostafa Sid Ahmed didn’t
live long, but his songs do and they
remain inspiring, moving and
motivating as ever. Beyond his
musical legacy, Mostafa's life story
stands as an example of how one
person can affect the life of so
many others. Let’s honor his legacy
and be vocal that art can be for
noble purposes.
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